1917]  THIBB BATTLE OF YPRSS A^r CA::2SAI

secure a decision "before Russia could recover frora
her maladies and ere America was ready. The
German defence had been conducted in a ling-
prepared fortified zone ; our successes had giver, us
a new line, often only a few weeks old. and we had
not the German assiduity in field work ; how. it was
asked, would we fare against a resolute offensive ?

311